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Chap. 59

CHAPTER 59

An Act to regulate
Riding Horse Establishments
Assented to May 26th, 1972
Session Prorogued December 15th, 1972

by and with the advice and consent of
H ERthe MAJESTY,
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario,
enacts as follows:
1. Tn this Act,

Interpretation

(a) "Board" means the Riding Horse Establishment
Licence Review Board;

(b) "Director" means the Director of the Veterinary
Services Branch of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Food;
(c) "foal" means a young horse:
(d) "horse" means any animal of the equine species:

(e) "inspector" means an inspector appointed under this
Act;

(f) "licence" means a licence under this Act;
(g) "Minister" means the Minister of Agriculture and
Food;
(h) "regulations" mean.-; the regulations made under this
Act;

(i) "riding horse establishment" means premises where
horses are kept that are let out on hire for riding or
used in providing instruction in riding for payment
or both;
(j) "veterinarian"
.
. means a person registered under R.S. 0 . 1970,
The V eterinarians A ct.
c. 4BO
Riding Horse

2. -(1) There is hereby established a board to be known as ~set:~llsh
the Riding Horse Establishment Licence Review Board that ~~~~~eBoard
established
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shall consist of not fewer than three persons appointed by the
Lieutenant Governor in Council, none of whom shall be members
of the public service in the employ of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Food, and who shall hold office during pleasure.
Chairman
and vicechairman

(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint one of
the members of the Board as chairman and another of the
members as vice-chairman.

Quorum

(3) A majority of the members of the Board constitutes a
quorum.

Remuneration

(4) The members of the Board shall receive such remuneration
and expenses as the Lieutenant Governor in Council determines.

Licence

3.-(1) No person shall commence or continue to be the
operator of a riding horse establishment without a licence
therefor from the Director.

Req~frements

(2) No person shall be granted a licence as the operator of
a riding horse establishment unless he,

for licence

(a) or the staff in his employ, is experienced in the proper
care and handling of horses; and
(b) possesses all vehicles, tooL'i, implements, equipment,
buildings and dietary materials necessary to properly
care for and handle horses on his premises.
~~.rcl'ti~n"

it

(3) A licence may be suspended or revoked where,

licence

(a) the licensee has not properly maintained any of the
facilities, equipment or materials referred to in
clause b of subsection 2; or
(b) the licensee or any person employed by him or
associated with him in connection with his operation as
licensee has failed to observe or carry out the
provisions of,

(i) this Act or the regulations, or
(ii) any other Act relating to cruelty, maltreatment
or neglect of animals.
Issue 01
licence

4. (1) Subject to section 10, the Director shall issue a
licence as an operator of a riding horse establishment to an
applicant therefor unless, in his opinion, the applicant dol'~
not comply with clauses a and b of subsection 2 of section 3.
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licence shall have noted thereon the
locationLocattoo
of
(2) Ever\!
J
• •
premises to
of anv
premises
used
by
the
licensee
for
a
ndmg
horse
be
noted
oo
J
licence
establishment.
(3) Where the Director is of the opinion that an applicant fi~~~~1 of
for a licence as an operator of a riding horse establishment
docs not comply with clauses a and b of subsection 2 of section
3, he may, after a hearing, refuse to issue the licence.
(4) Subjer.t to subsection 5, the Director shall renew a Renewal
licence on application therefor by the licensee in accordance
with this Act and the regulations and payment of the
prescribed fee.
(5) Where the Director is of the opinion, in the case of a Refusal to
,, f
.
,,
.
. renew or
licensee, that clause a or b o f subsect10n -~ o section -~ app1ics, suspension or
.
revocation of
he may, after a heanng, refuse to renew or may suspend orucence
revoke the licence.
(6) Notwithstanding subsection 5, the Director, by notice Idem
to a licensee and without a hearing, may provisionally refuse
to renew or suspend the licensee's licence where in the
Director's opinion it is necessary to do so for the immediate
protection of the safety or health of, or the prevention of
cruelty or maltreatment to, or neglect of any animal and the
Director so states in sur.h notir.e giving his reasons therefor,
and thereafter the Director shall hold a hearing to determine
whether renewal of the licence should be refused or whether
the licence should be further suspended or revoked under this
Act and the regulations.
(7) Sub}. ect to subsection (i ' where ' within the time Continuation
of licence
prescribed therefor, or if no time is prescribed, before expiry pendin~
of his licence, a licensee has applied for renewal of his licence renewa
and paid the prescribed fee and has observed or carried out
the provisions of this Act and the regulations, his existing licence
shall be deemed to continue until he has received the decision
of the Director on his applir.ation.

5.-(1) The notice of a hearing by the Director under section ~~;~f~gor
4 shall afford the applicant or licensee a reasonable opportunity
to show or to achieve compliance before the hearing with all
lawful requirements for the issue or retention of the licence.
(2) The applicant or licensee who is a party to proceedings ~f~~~\~_ation
in which . the Director. holds a hearing shall be afforded an evidence
mentary
opportumty to examine before the hearing any written or
documentary evidence that will be produced or any report the
contents of which will be given in evidence at the hearing.
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variation of
decision by
Director

6. \Vhere the Director has refused to issue or renew or has
suspended or revoked a licence pursuant to a hearing, he may,
at any time on his own motion or on the application of the
person who was the applicant or licensee, vary or rescind his
decision, but the Director shall not vary or rescind his decision
adversely to the interests of any person without holding a
rehearing to which such person is a party and may make such
decision pursuant to such rehearing as he considers proper
under this Act and the regulations.

Appeal to
"Board

7 .-(1) \Vhere the Director refuses to issue or renew or
suspends or revokes a licence, the applicant or licensee may,
by written notice delivered to the Director and filed with the
Board within fifteen days after receipt of the decision of the
Director, appeal to the Roard.

Extension of
time for
appeal

(2) The Board may extend the time for the giving of notice by
an applicant or licensee under subsection 1, either before or
after expiration of such time, where it is satisfied that there
are prima Jacie grounds for appeal and that there are
reasonable grounds for applying for the extension.

Disposal of
appeal

(3) \Vhere an applicant or licensee appeals to the Board
under this section, the Board shall hear the appeal by way of a
hearingdenovo todeterminewhetherthe licence should be issued,
renewed, suspended or revoked and may, after the hearing,
confirm or alter the decision of the Director or direct the
Director to do any act he is authorized to do under this Act
and as the Board considers proper and, for such purpose, the
Board may substitute its opinion for that of the Director.

Effect of
deciBion
pending
disposal of
appeal

(4) Notwithstanding that an applicant or licensee has
appealed under this section from a decision of the Director,
unless the Director otherwise directs, the decision of the
Director is effective until the appeal is disposed of.

Parties

8.-(1) The Director, the appellant and such other persons
as the Board may specify are parties to the proceedings before
the Board under this Act.

Members
making
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(2) l\lembers of the Roard assigned to render a decision
after a hearing shall not have taken part prior to the hearing
~akenpar~ injn any investigation or consideration of the subject-matter
1llvest1gat10n,
.
·
d·
· d.
1
etc.
of the heanng and shall not communicate Irectly or m irect y
in relation to the subject-matter of the hearing \'v'ith any person
or with any party or his representative except upon notice to
and opportunity for all parties to participate. but such members
may seek legal advice from an adviser independent from the
parties and in such case the nature of the advice should be made
known to the parties in order that they may make submissions
as to the law.
~~~i~~o~ave
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(3) The oral evidence taken before the Board at a h earing ~:iif.,"ii1~~g of
shall be recorded and, if so required, copies or a transcript
thereof shall be furnished upon the same terms as in the
Supreme Court.
(4) The findings of fact of the Board pursuant to a hearingi1.;'tdings of
shall be based exclusively on evidence admissible or matters
that may be noticed under sections 15 and 16 of The Statutory 19 71. c. 47
Powers Procedure A ct, 1971.

(5) No member of the Board shall participate in a decision~~%bers at
of the Board pursuant
to a hearing unless
he was present hearin.g
Lo In
.
.
participate
throughout the hearing and heard the evidence and argument decision
of the parties and, except with the consent of the parties, no
decision of the Board shall be given unless all members so
present participate in the decision.
9.-(1) Any party to the hearing before the Board mayAppeal
to
court
appeal from the decision of the Board to the Supreme Court
in accordance with the rules of court.

is· entitled to be heard bu
counsel
or entitled
Minister Lo
(2) The Minister
·
J
•
otherwise upon the argument of an appeal under this section. be heard
(3) 'l~he chairman of the Board shall certify t? the Registrar~0et,~rd
of the Supreme Court the record of the proceedmgs before the filed in
Board which, together with a transcript of the evidence court
before the Board, if it is not part of the Board's record, shall
constitute the record in the appeal.
(4) An appeal under this section may be made on any~g:;tr~~f
question of law· or fact or both and the court may confirm orappeal
alter the decision of the Board or direct the Director to do any
act the Director is authorized to do under this Act and as the
court considers proper and the court may substitute its
opinion for that of the Board.
(5) Notwithstanding that an applicant or licensee has ~!~~f0~r or
appealed under this section from a decision of the Board, unless Boa~a
the Board otherwise directs, the decision of the Board is Sfsnp~~fi or
effective until the appeal is disposed of.
appeal
10. The Director shall not issue a Licence to anv
person who When
licence
J
not to 1sgue
formerly held a Licence as an operator of a riding horse
establishment and whose licence was revoked less than one
year before the date of the application.
11.---{ 1) The Minister may appoint a chief inspector and Afppointment
.
.
.
o chief
such other inspectors as he considers necessary, and, notw1th- inspector and
.
h
l . inspectors
standi ng any other A ct , suell inspectors ave exc us1ve
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authority to initiate proceedings to enforce the provisions of
this Act and the regulations.
Certificate of
appointment

(2) The production by an inspector of a certificate of his
appointment purporting to be signed by the Minister is
admissible in evidence as prima facie proof of his appointment
without further proof of the signature or authority of the
l\Iinister.

Powers of
illilpector

(3) Subject to subsections 4, 5, 6 and 7, an inspector may,
for the purpose of carrying out his du ties under this Act,

(a) enter any premises, car, truck or other conveyance
in which he believes on reasonable and probable
grounds there are horses that are used, or that are
intended to be used, in connection with a riding- horse
establishment or any foals, and inspect the premises,
car, trnck or other conveyance, any facilities or
equipment therein and any horse therein; and

(b) demand the production or furnishing by the owner or
custodian thereof of any books, records or documents
or extracts therefrom relating to horses that he
believes on reasonable and probable grounds are
used or intended to be used in connection ·with a
riding horse establishment or any foals.
When powers
to be
exercised

3 only between sunrise and sunset, but nothing in this section

R.S. O. 1970,
c. 450

affects the issuance and execution of a warrant under section
16 of The Summary Convictions Ad.

(4) An inspector shall exercise his powers under subsection

Production
and photocopying of
records, etc.

(5) Where an inspector demands the production or furnishing
of lx>o ks, records, do cu men ts or extracts therefrom, the person
having custody thereof shall produce or furnish them to the
inspector and the inspector may detain them for the purpose
of photocopying them, provided such photocopying is carried
out with reasonable dispatch, and the inspector shall forthwith
thereafter return them to the person who produced or furnished
them.

Certification
of photocopy

(6) \Vhere a lx>ok, record, document or extract has been
. d
. S
.
p Iiotocop1e
und er su b sect10n
, a p hotocopy purporting
to i..1JC..
certified by an inspector to be a copy made pursuant to
subsection 5 is admissible in evidence and has the same probative
force as the original document would have had if it had
been proven in the ordinary way.

Demand to
be In
writinl!'

(7) Where an inspector makes a demand under clatL<;e b
of subsection 3, the demand shall be in writing and shall
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include a statement of the nature of the tx)oks, records,
documents or l:xtracts required.

(8) The Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty tu 1955. c. 58,
- d oes not a pply In
. respect o f h orses in
. not to apply
. ls A ct, 195
, :>,
A nima
the possession of a licensed operator of a riding horse
establishment.
12.. No person shall
hinder OT obstruct an
inspl'dor
in the Obstruction
•.
c
, ,
ol inspector
course of his duties or furnish him with false information or
ref use to furnish him with information.

13.---{ 1) ~o person who is the holder of a licence as an~g::~~~o~
operator of a riding horse establishment shall cause or pcrmitlocat!on
.
.
noted on
any Iiorse to be a b sent f rom a Iocat10n
note d on h'IS 11cence
licence
where he knows OT ought reasonably to know that such
horse while absent will be Usl:d for riding for hire or used in
providing instruction in riding unless,
(a) the horse is transferred to a riding horse establishment
in respect of which a licence has been issued to the
operator therefor;

(b) the total length of time that the horse is absent from
a location noted on the licence does not exceed three
full days in any seven-day period;
(c) the place to which the horse is transported is a fair
or exhibition held under the auspices of an agricultural
society;

(d) there is a sale of the horse to a bona fide purchaser
for value ; or

(e) he has a permit therefor issued by the Director in the
manner prescribed by the regulations.

(2) Where a horse is absent in accordance with subsection l~~~:~i0°r
and the licensee, subsequent to the c1Jmmencement of thelocation
. .
.
l ,licence
noted on
a b sence, contravenes any o f t he prov1s1ons
o f su bsect1on
whether as a result of revocation of the permit refrrred to in
clause e of subsection J or othc1wise, thl: licensee shall forthwith
transport such horse, or cause it to be transpnted, to a
location noted on his licence.
(3) \Vhere a horse is required to be transported undcr 1<1em
subsection 2 and a veterinarian has examined the horse and
has advised in writing that it is not in the best interest
of the horse to be transported forthwith. the licensee shall
transport the horse, or cause it to be transp:irted, to a
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location noted on his licence at such later time as the
veterinarian may designate.
Transfer of
po•aeaslon

of foals

14. No person who is the holder of a licence as an operator
of a riding horse establishment shall transfer {X>Ssession to any
other person of a foal that is less than ninety days old unless,

(a) the dam thereof has died;

(b) possession of the dam is transferred with the foal
to the same person; or
(c) he has a permit for the transfer of possession of foals
issued by the Director in the manner prescribed in
the regulations.
Prohibition

15. No person shall, with respect to any horse from a riding
horse establishment,

(a) at a time when the horse is in such a condition that
its riding would be likely to cause suffering to the horse,
let out the horse for hire for riding or use it !or
providing instruction in riding for payment or for the
purpose of demonstrating riding;

(b) let out for hire for riding or use for providing
instruction in riding for payment or for the purpose
of demonstrating riding any horse less than three
years old or any mare heavy with foal or any mare
within ninety days after foaling except where the foal
has died but in no case less than twenty-one days
after foaling;
{c) supply for the horse any equipment that is subject to
defect in condition or design that is apparent on
inspection and is likely to cause suffering to the horse ;
(d) fail to provide such care and attention as may be
suitable for a horse that is ill or injured;
(e) knowingly permit the horse to be ridden by any
person who abuses or causes suffering, or is likely to
abuse or cause suffering, to the horse;

IJ) in operating the riding horse establishment knowingly
permit any person whose licence as an operator of a
riding horse establishment is suspended or was
revoked less than one year previously, to h a\'e
control or management of the riding horse establish ment; or
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(g) with intent to avoid inspection, conceal or cause to
be concealed the horse.
16. \Vhere horses are used for riding or used in providingApplication
instruction in riding as a part of an enterprise where other
services are rendered for which payment is made and no specific
charge is made or payment required in respect of the use of any
such horse, such horse shall be deemed to be let out on hire
for riding or used in providing instruction in riding for
payment, as the case may be.
17.-(1) Every person who contravenes any of the pro- Offence
visions of this Act or the regulations, other than a regulation
made under clause j or k of section 19, is guilty of an
offence and on summary conviction is liable for a first offence to a
fine of not more than $500 or to imprisonment for a term of not
more than three months, or to both, and for a subsequent offence
to a fine of not more than $1 ,000 or to imprisonment for a term
of not more than six months, or to both.

(2) Every person who contravenes the provisions of a Idem
regulation made under clause j or k of section 19, is guilty
of an offence and on summary conviction is liable for a first
offence to a fine of not more than $25 and for a subsequent
offence to a fine of not more than S100.
18. Where it is made to appear from the material filed ~~b~~~~ii';.~
or evidence adduced that any offence against this Act or the
regulations or against any Act relating to cruelty, maltreatment or neglect of animals has been or is being committed by
any person who is the operator of a riding horse establishment
or who is employed by or associated with any such person,
the Supreme Court may, upon the application of the Director,
enjoin any such person from being engaged in any way in the
operation of a riding horse establishment absolutely or for such
period as seems just.

19. The Lieutenant Governor m
regulations,

Council may makeRegulatlons

(a) providing for the manner of issuing licences, prescribing their duration and the fees payable therefor;
(b) prescribing further procedures for hearings before
the Board ;
(c) providing for the issuing by the Director to a licensed
operator of a riding horse establishment of a permit
for the absence of a horse from a location noted on his
licence and prescribing the terms and conditions for
the issuing and revocation of such permits;

282

Chap. 59

RIDING HORSE ESTARLISHME>ITS

1972

(d) providing for the issuing by the Director to a licensed
operator of a riding horse establishment of a permit
for the transfer of possession of foals and prescribing
the terms and conditions for the issuing and
revocation of such permits;
(e) prescribing the buildings, facilities and equipment
to be provided by the operator of a riding horse
establishment;

(f) prescribing the degree and nature of supervision to be
provided by the operator of a riding horse establishment over persons employed by or associated with
him in the operation of the riding horse establishment
and prescribing qualifications required of such
persons;
(g) prescribing standards for the health, welfare and care
of horses, or any class thereof, in connection with a
riding horse establishment;
(h) prescribing facilities and equipment for the transportation of horses that are used or are intended to be
used in connection with a riding horse establishment ;
(i) classifying riding horse establishments, requiring
the operators of any class of riding horse establishment to provide for the services of a veterinarian in
connection with the care of horses and prescribing
the terms and conditions on which such services shall
be provided in respect of any such class;

(j) prescribing the records to be made and kept by the
operator of a riding horse establishment or any class
thereof and prescribing the places at which such
records shall be kept ;
(k) prescribing method.., for the identification of horses;
(l) prescribing the facilities and equipment to be
provided and maintai.ned by the operator of a riding
horse establishment for use in preventing or fighting
fires;

(m) prescribing forms and providing for their use.
Commencement

20. This Act comes into force on a day to be named by the
Lieutenant Governor by his proclamation.

Short title

21. This Act may be cited
ments Act, 1972.

a~

The Riding Horse Establish-

